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The Chicken Runs at Midnight 
       By: Dan O’Donnell 
 

The remarkable story of how the lives of Brewers manager Craig Counsell 
and former Brewers third base coach Rich Donnelly intersected in the most 
amazing way. 

It's a story of life, death, love miracles...and a chicken. 

 

 
 
 

Rich Donnelly was never a man of faith; in fact, he was never a man of 
anything except baseball.  He lived it, breathed it, and gave everything he 
had to it. 

“Nothing was going to get in the way of me getting to the big leagues,” he 
recalls.  “It took me a long time to get there.  It took me 37 years to get 
there, and at that time, I wasn’t going to let anything—including my 
family—sidetrack me from getting there.” 

In the spring of 1992, he had finally made it as the third base coach for the 
Pittsburgh Pirates.  But along the way, he had lost his family.  He and his 
wife divorced, and he was living thousands of miles away from his three 
sons and his daughter Amy. 

Still, Rich thought he was on top of the world.  Until a phone call changed 
his life forever. 
 

Continued on page 2 
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In Ted I Still Trust! 
      
 
 
 
 
     By: Steve Ross 

Look around the state of WI any Sunday during the 
football season, and you will see green and gold 
covering almost everyone in sight.  That is because 
for the last 25 years, the Packers have been the model 
of consistency in the NFL, making the playoffs 19 
times-a staggering 76% higher than any team in the 
league during that stretch.  The Packers and Ted 
Thompson have done an excellent job drafting 
players, making smart free agent acquisitions, and 
managing the salary cap.  These smart decisions by 
the Thompson-led front office have assured that 
virtually every year the Packers have a roster good 
enough to compete and win in the playoffs.  This has 
happened by trusting in his methodology and team 
and not listening to the clamoring of Packer fans. 
 
When Thompson took over as Packer GM in 2005, the 
team had an aging roster that was millions of dollars 
over the salary cap.  Yet many fans felt the Packers  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
was not the case and jettisoned three highly paid 
veterans and amassed 11 picks for the upcoming NFL 
draft.  He set the precedent that the Packers would 
build through the draft, taking the best players available 
regardless of position.  With his first-ever pick, 
Thompson had the courage to pick Aaron Rodgers, the 
highest rated player on the Packer draft board.  The pick 
and strategy was not well received by fans who wanted 
to get  
 
 
 
 
The following season Thompson fired Mike Sherman; 
his choice for replacement was Mike McCarthy.  At 
that point McCarthy was an unknown offensive 
coordinator for the 49ers who finished 32nd in total 
offense.  Once again, Packer fans were up in arms 
over Thompson’s choice.  Thompson also added two 
veteran players thought to be on the downside of 
their careers-Charles Woodson and Ryan Pickett, 
angering fans further.  Those decisions proved to be 
the basis of great things to come.  Just two years after 
taking over as GM, following Thompson’s plan, Brett 
Favre said the 2007 team was the most talented he 
had ever been a part of.  Proving Thompson was 
correct in his assessment in 2005, he quickly 
replenished the team through shrewd decisions and 
staying true to his beliefs.  
 
Following the 2007 season which the Packers lost in 
overtime in the NFC Championship, Thompson again 
angered many fans by choosing to trade Favre to the 
New York Jets.  Thompson again provided long term 
vision needed to assure the franchise would continue 
their successful run.  Knowing that Favre was nearing 
the end, and if Rodgers didn’t play soon he would be 
lost to free agency, the change had to be made despite 
public outrage.  Rodgers quickly showed why 

We Offer Treatment Plans  
Designed With Children and Pets in Mind 

 
Wasps – Spiders – Ants 

20 Years of Experience 
Licensed/Insured 

 

Call Today for a Free Consultation or 
To Schedule an In-Home Inspection 

 

414-630-3869 
 

Upnorthservicesinc.com 
 

Keith Baricovich – Owner 
Up North Services, Inc. 

upnorthservices@att.net 
 

Licensed 
& 

Insured 

Free 
Estimates! 

 

 
“Amy called and I said, ‘Hey Ames, what’s up?’ and 
she goes, ‘Dad, there’s something I’ve got to tell you.’ 
I said, ‘Oh boy, what’s this one?’” Rich says. “She said, 
‘Dad, I have a brain tumor and I’m sorry.’ When she 
said the words ‘I’m sorry,’ it floored me that she was 
more concerned about me because she knew how 
badly it would affect me and make me hurt.”     

Even though she was given just months to live, Amy 
didn’t want to get in the way of her dad’s dream and 
his new life’s mission—to win the World Series.  The 
Pirates were one of the best teams in baseball then, 
and made the National League Championship Series 
against the Atlanta Braves. 

And for the first time ever, Amy saw her dad coach in 
the Majors. 

“She flew up for one day when she was getting 
chemotherapy in Dallas and she flew up to Pittsburgh 
and after the game, driving home, she put her arms 
around my neck from the back seat and she said, 
‘Dad, when you get in that stance with a man on 
second and you cup your hands, what do you tell 
those guys, ‘The chicken runs at midnight,’ or what? 

“All my kids laughed hysterically and I’m going, 
‘Where did you come up with that?’ And she said, ‘I 
don’t know, it just came out: The chicken runs at 
midnight.’”       

It was so nonsensical, so silly, so perfectly Amy that 
the phrase became a family motto.  They would say it 
everywhere, write it in notes to one another, and 
even end phone conversations with “The chicken runs 
at midnight.” 

The months passed, and Amy’s condition 
worsened.  She slipped into a coma in January of 1993 
and never woke up.  She was just 17 years old. 

But her sense of humor and her nonsensical phrase 
lived on. 

“We chose to honor her by putting ‘The Chicken Runs 
at Midnight’ on her tombstone,” Rich says with a 
laugh.  “We said, ‘Man, she would have loved this’ 
because everybody is going to walk by and go ‘What 
the heck is that?’” 

The years went by but “The chicken runs at midnight” 
remained the Donnelly family motto; they said it often 
if only to keep some small part of Amy alive. 

By the spring of 1997, Rich was able to move closer to 
his sons by taking a job as the third base coach of the 
Florida Marlins.  Two of the boys, Tim and Mike, 
became the team’s batboys, and their favorite player 
was a young, skinny infielder named Craig Counsell. 

“Counsell was our second baseman and when he hit, 
he held his hands real high and flapped his left arm 
like a chicken,” Rich remembers.  “So my sons Tim and 
Mike called him The Chicken Man and we never 
thought anything of it.  He’s a chicken!”       

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwipsdyayaTVAhWGx4MKHbM6AnUQjRwIBw&url=http://www.arbordoctor.net/japanesebeetle.html&psig=AFQjCNETf02ALW9prgKxY-kMS1bY9cmClw&ust=1501076820399067
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Thompson was right to make the changes he did, and 
in just his third year as a starter, Rodgers and the 
revamped Packer roster won the only Super Bowl in 
the Thompson era.   
 
Once again Thompson’s leadership and skills are in 
doubt, but in the time since that Super Bowl win, the 
Packers have made the playoffs every year along with 
making two NFC championship games.  Every year 
the Packers have had a roster to contend to win or at 
least make another Super Bowl, have the Packers 
made the most of these opportunities? Absolutely 
not, but is that the fault of the roster built by 
Thompson or other failings? 
 

 

 

          

 

     

 

                       
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

ou Get What You Expect and You 
Deserve What You Tolerate 

      
 
 
 
 
     By: Nate Klieve 

As fans of the Green Bay Packers, what we expect 

now-a-days is an MVP caliber quarterback. What we 

tolerate is surrounding that quarterback with home 

grown, oft-injured, mediocrity. It is a vicious cycle 

that will likely be stuck on track repeat for the next 4-

5 years. The 2016 season was a perfect example of 

this cycle. On November 20th when the Packers were 

4-6 and on a four game losing streak, the coaching 

staff and front office staff were finally starting to take 

some heat. My fellow fans were finally starting to 

panic that the best years of Aaron Rodgers were 

being wasted and something had to change. At that  

That summer proved magical for the Marlins.  An 
expansion team just five years earlier, they played 
their way into the World Series against the best team 
in baseball that year, the Cleveland Indians. 

Amazingly, the upstart Marlins took the series to a 
decisive seventh game in Miami. 

“The place is going crazy,” Rich says.  “You can’t even 
spit, you can’t even breathe.  This is the pinnacle of 
your baseball career—the seventh game of the World 
Series, extra innings, 70,000 people were roaring.  You 
couldn’t even hear.  Craig Counsell is standing on third 
base and I’m standing right next to him.  Edgar 
Renteria gets a base hit up the middle, Counsell scores 
the winning run, and it’s pandemonium! 

“I was trying to find Tim or Mike, my sons, and I finally 
saw Tim halfway between first and second base and 
he’s running at me screaming bloody murder and I’m 
going, ‘What’s going on? Your face is red.  What are 
you crying about?’ 

He said, ‘Dad, Dad, look at the clock!’ I turned around 
and looked at the stadium clock and it was 12:02.  He 
said, ‘Dad, the chicken ran at midnight.’ 

“I lost it,” says Rich, his voice wavering slightly.  “A 
phrase that she just came up with happened just like 
she said five years later.  A phrase which had no 
meaning all of a sudden had more meaning than 
anything I’ve ever come across in my life.        

“I fell to my knees and I put my head down and all I 
could think of was that she was there.  I wanted her to 
be at the World Series and she wanted me to be at the 
World Series and when I fell to my knees and hugged 
Tim, it felt like we were all hugging each other. 

“I had kept a note from her five years earlier in that 
Atlanta series that said, ‘Good luck Dad. The chicken 
runs at midnight’ and I kept that note with me in my 
little phone book.  I went in after all the celebration 
was over at about 5:00 in the morning and I grabbed 
that note and I read it: ‘Good luck Dad. The chicken 
runs at midnight’ and I just said to myself, ‘Yes Amy, it 
sure did.  The chicken ran at midnight.’” 

 

 
 

        
 

We are a family friendly office where children and adults 
of all ages are welcome. To accommodate our patient’s 

busy schedules we offer evening appoints and offer 
emergency services seven days a week. 

 
 

 

262-644-7400 
shumwayfamilydental.com 

smile@shumwayfamilydental.com 

Now Accepting New Patients! 

Slinger Location 
100 E Commerce Blvd, Ste.  B 

Kewaskum Location 
1020 Fond Du Lac Ave 

Rich Donnelly was never a man of faith; he was a 
baseball man.  He had lived it, breathed it, given 
everything he had to it.  But now he saw that baseball 
wasn’t everything; his dreams of material success in it 
weren’t what his life was really all about.  They were 
just a means to a far deeper end. 

“I cannot believe that this happened.  I don’t believe in 
miracles, I wasn’t a big miracle believer, but after this, I 
believe.” 

Tom Friend's new book, The Chicken Runs at 
Midnight: A Daughter's Message from Heaven that 
Changed a Father's Heart and Won a World 
Series, is available now wherever books are sold 
and at TheChickenRunsAtMidnight.com.    

 

http://thechickenrunsatmidnight.com/?nr=0
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 The Legend from Hogsback Road 
                                                                                     By: Andrew Bath 

 
As we head into the Halloween season, many of us will enjoy a good scare, hopefully willingly. In general, it’s a comforting feeling to 
know that when you turn off your scary movie or put down that book, two things are usually true; it’s not real and didn’t take place 
near your home. But what if something lurking around Washington County challenged this “safety net” of ours? For the newer 
residents of the area, you probably haven’t heard of this legend. On the other hand, most long-term residents are well aware of the 
many stories and sightings dating back to the 1870’s of this urban legend. Let’s dive into the world of the unknown, if only for a 
moment to be entertained, and explore the history of the Holy Hill Goatman.  
 

Before we get started, I want to thank a local author and blogger for his help in navigating me through this myth’s tale.  J. Nathan 
Couch, author of “Goatman Flesh or Folklore?,” first heard of Goatman after relocating here with his wife, who is originally from 
Wisconsin, from Cleveland and was fascinated by it and set out to understand the legend. I, along with many others, would consider 
him a leading expert on this local legend.  
 

As we transition from child to adult, urban legends take on different meanings. Young children recognize them as a terrifying 
warning of what could happen if you do something you shouldn’t. Adults have relied on these tales, probably since early man, to 
protect their children from the dangers of everyday life. This contrast really gives new meaning to the saying “two sides to every 
story.” As an adult, dismissing these tales as folklore is the logical thing to do, right?! 

 

Shortly after the Civil War on Hogsback Road in Richfield, a solider and his new bride encountered something terrifying, giving birth 
to Goatman. The legend says that one evening the wheel of their covered wagon malfunctioned requiring extensive repair. Miles 
away from help and with only hours before darkness was to settle in, the husband decided to double back to the last town they 
passed through as his wife stayed in the wagon. Hours went by with no sign of her husband, or anyone else for that matter, so when 
she heard footsteps and peered outside through the cloth canopy, terror overcame her. She described seeing a monster with the 
legs and lower body of a human but the upper body and head of a goat. Early the next morning, she ventured outside in search of 
her husband fully aware that some unexplained creature could be nearby. To her horror, she found her husband’s mutilated body  
draped over a thick branch in a tree. Terrified, emotionally devasted, and exhausted, she returned to the wagon on Hogsback Road. 
She was able to see fresh footprints, because of the bright afternoon sunlight, that circled the wagon, probably from the night 
before, but these prints were different, they were hoofed. 
 

“This sounds too much like an urban legend. Did it actually happen? Probably not.” Explained Nathan. Hogsback Road follows a 
ridgeline of large hills and certainly has areas where it is dangerous; back then it was probably worse. There are good reasons to 
have a story like this to fend off children or passerby’s that are unfamiliar with the terrain, and it probably worked on most people. 
Remember how there are two sides to every story? Well there could also be a third; the teenagers’ side… 
 

The original Goatman story ends in dramatic fashion involving a large tree on Hogsback Road which actually existed, or at least 
generations of teenagers believed it did. The “hanging” tree, as it later became known as, had characteristics straight out of a horror 
picture that would stop a sane person dead in their tracks begging them to retreat back to where they came from. To the contrary, 
teenagers thought of the Goatman legend and the “hanging” tree as a call to adulthood giving them the chance to prove once and 
for all that they have no fear. Kids would write messages on the tree, spend the night next to it, or simply run up and touch it just to 
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sprint away as their life depended on it. This went on for many 
years until the locals decided that pranks like stringing up a dummy 
to it year after year on Halloween night were too much. It’s 
believed that the tree was taken down sometime in the 1970’s 
removing the last reminder of that terrible night so many years ago. 
At least that’s what logic would have you believe. The legend of 
Goatman has been kept alive with new stories and sightings-some 
would even think is has thrived. One of the more recent sightings 
occurred a little over 10 years ago and came complete with a police 
report and mentions in the news. 
 

At approximately 1:30am on November 9, 2006, a 39-year-old 
contractor tasked with roadkill cleanup had his roadkill cleaned up 
by something. The incident occurred on the side of Hwy 167 just 
east of the Holy Hill Basilica. The 6’3” 230lb contractor reached 
down to place a 70-80lb deer carcass on an ATV ramp connected 
to the back of his company pickup. The tree lines were illuminated 
by the truck’s flashing yellow service lights on top of the cab-it 
was dark. He decided to complete his paperwork in the truck cab 
so he could see and listen to music; afterwards he would place the 
deer in the back of the pickup. After a few minutes, he felt the 
truck slightly shake which he dismissed as wind. When it 
happened a second time with a little more force moments later, it 
was obvious that wind wasn’t doing this. Quickly, he glanced in 
the side view mirror only to focus on a tall creature covered in fur 
attacking his truck. After watching it for five seconds, he fled the 
scene in a panic. Two loud thuds were heard as he sped off and 
assumed it was the deer carcass and the ATV ramp. After the 
adrenaline rush went away, he summoned the courage to return 
to the site of the incident, but he didn’t find the deer or the ramp. 
Later that morning he reported the incident to the Washington 
County Sheriff because he was concerned that this thing could 
hurt someone. The story was reported on WTMJ and WISN shortly 
after attracting bigfoot hunters and other investigators. A couple 
afterthoughts of his that, may or may not play significant role in 
this story, were that the deer was limp, free from rigor, and was 
not on his list of stops meaning it recently died...  
 

 

If you Google “Goatman Holy Hill” or some variation of this, you 
will come across many articles and eyewitness events. Goatman 
is not exclusive to the Holy Hill area and has been spotted near 
Kewaskum, Fond Du Lac, Baraboo, and several other Wisconsin  
communities. There are Goatmen in Kentucky, Maryland, and 
Texas with their own Wikipedia pages. A low budget movie 
titled “Goatman” has been made. Milwaukee’s Horror Punk 
Band RatBatSpider (sorry never heard of them) has a song called  
“Hogsback Road” based off of Hogsback Road in Richfield. 
Through all these different stories, songs, and even movies, the 
legend of Goatman lives on. Admittedly, I do have a bias 
towards our very own “hometown” Goatman near Holy 
Hill/Hogsback Road, which is only a short 5.5 miles by the way 
the crow flies.  
 

Nathan told me that the most common question he is asked is 
“Do I believe in Goatman and what do I think it is?,” and his 
answer is “I believe that people are having experiences they 
can’t explain but for me to say that it’s a real thing, I would 
need to see it first hand and so far, I haven’t. If it is real, I don’t 
think it could be some kind of undocumented animal because it 
would be such a zoological impossibility. A man like creature 
with horns and hoofs… it would have to be something 
supernatural, like some kind of nature spirit that has been 
around all along, something that we haven’t explained yet.” 
Nathan’s theory, if Goatman really existed it would likely be 
something supernatural/spiritual, helps explain why so many 
sightings happened on sacred ground like the Indian burial sites 
located by Holy Hill.  
 

The legend of the Holy Hill Goatman is very much real and alive, 
as far as the actual creature, that is to be determined. I don’t 
see the legend going away anytime soon though, and expect 
more sightings to reported. Circling back to the beginning of this 
article, it was assumed that the urban legend born in the late 
1800’s was probably created to keep people off Hogsback Road 
because it was dangerous. I can tell you that you will not find 
me on Hogsback Road alone anytime in my lifetime, so whoever 
made up that story (at least I hope it was made up) great job it 
is still working.  
 

*No offense to residents that live on Hogsback Road, the area 
looks lovely from Google Earth. 
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Member Announcements

Happy Belated 
Birthday Anika 

Ross! 

 
Anika turns 9 on 

October 2nd! 
 

Happy Birthday  
Alex Ross! 

 
Alex turns 6 on 
October 31st! 

 
Happy 18th Belated Anniversary 

Gary (not pictured) & Lynn Bennett 
and Happy Birthday Lynn! 

 
The Bennetts’ Anniversary is on 

October 7th, and Lynn’s Birthday is on 
November 6th!  

 

Happy Birthday 
Jody Bath! 

 
Jody’s Birthday is on 

October 14th! 
 

If you think you’re in the market to buy a new car 
or maybe just selling yours, I’m always looking for 
cars to buy no matter what condition they are in. 
Stop by or give me a call; I can provide an expert 

opinion on its value even if I don’t buy it. 
 

                               

Jason Warner 262.707.1110 
continentalmotors@yahoo.com 

5862 Franklin Dr. Hartford 
 

Continentalmotorsllc.net 

Happy Birthday 
Brooklyn Taft! 

 
Brooklyn turns 2 on 

December 2nd! 
 

Happy Birthday  
Zach Taft! 

 
Zach turns 31 on 
November 9th! 

 

Happy Birthday  
Austin Bath! 

 
Austin turns 6 on 
November 17th! 

 

Happy 45th Anniversary Mark & 
Bonnie Schuett and  

Happy Birthday Mark! 

 
The Schuetts’ Anniversary is on 

October 27th, and Mark’s 69th Birthday 
is on October 25th!  
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Happy Birthday 
Mike Carlson! 

 
Mike’s Birthday is on 

November 28nd! 
 

Happy  Birthday 
Garrett McFarren! 

 
Garrett turns 14 on 

December, 29th! 
 

Happy Birthday 
Lisa Underwood! 

 
Lisa’s Birthday is on 

December 20th! 
 

Happy 18th Anniversary Tom &  
Paula Sowinski!  

 
The Sowinskis’ Anniversary  

is on October 14th 

 

Happy 15th Anniversary Scott & 
Sharon McFarren!  

 
The McFarrens’ Anniversary 

 is on October 15th 

 
 

Happy  Birthday 
Justin Koconis! 

 
Justin turns 24 on 

October 18th! 
 

Happy  Belated 
Birthday  

Jim Lindner! 

 

Jim turned 50 on 

October 8th! 
 

Happy Birthday  
Jacob Young! 

 
Alex turns 9 on 

November 20th ! 
 

Happy Birthday  
Alex Peterson! 

 
Alex turns 14 on  
December 16th! 

 

Happy Birthday  
Chris Peterson! 

 
Chris turns 14 on  
December 16th! 
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Selling New and Existing Homes at Affordability! 

  
Split ranch offers 3BR/2BA/3GA, Master w/custom tiled shower/double 
sinks/WIC. Fireplace in LIV w/vaulted ceiling, solid panel doors 
w/painted large trim, spacious kitchen w/granite counters. Lower level 
offers full exposed basement w/Patio door & windows and is plumbed 
for a full bathroom. Reserve this home today 

Call Today for Your Free Market Analysis! 

Chong Yi Team 
414-737-0566 

Chong@united-realtors.net 
www.United-Realtors.net 

 

Spacious 2 story offers 4BR/2.5BA/oversized garage/Master Suite 
w/WIC & private bath w/custom tiled shower. Fireplace in Living room, 
solid doors w/large trim work, granite counters in kitchen, dinette & flex 
room. Lower level offers full exposure and is plumbed for a full bath. 
Move in ready for late Spring  

✓ Help Wanted. Committees are looking 
for people to help. Planning events, 
editing newsletters, welcoming families 
are just a few things that we do that 
make our subdivision special. Please 
contact Andy Bath at 
summerwindshoavicepresident@gmail.c
om  

✓ Our webmaster moved out of the 
neighborhood and we need some help in 
that area.  

✓ Please remember that all of our 
restrictions, bylaws, and other important 
HOA information can be found on our 
website. If you have a question about 
something, please look there or ask a 
neighbor. 
 

 

THANK YOU! Chris & Mary Jo 
Reinke and Scott McFarren for 
building the “Lending Library”. 

This should be installed and 
ready for use soon. 

 

mailto:summerwindshoavicepresident@gmail.com
mailto:summerwindshoavicepresident@gmail.com

