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Please Note
……………………………………………
This newsletter has been made 
possible with the support of our 
sponsors. Thank You Sponsors! If 
you know a local business that 
would benefit from promoting 
themselves in our newsletter, 
please let us know.
……………………………………………
Please connect with the Summer 
Wind Group page on Facebook 
and stay up to the minute with 
events and announcements.
……………………………………………
If you have suggestions, 
comments, or would like to help 
the HOA by running for office or 
serving on a committee, please 
contact Nicole Ross.
……………………………………………
The official annual meeting 
announcement will be mailed 
out in a few weeks. If you 
haven’t already contacted the 
Secretary to pass along your 
email address and authorize us 
to notify you electronically, 
please do so at: 
summerwindshoasecretary
@gmail.com. This will help us 
save money and become more 
efficient. 
……………………………………………
Hartford’s city-wide rummage 
sale is happening on Saturday, 
June 4th. Would forming a special 
committee make sense?

Summer Wind Home Values Increased 
$2,020,000 in 2015!

By: Andrew Bath

In February 2015, Zillow estimated the value of all 88 preexisting homes in our HOA to be 
$20,286,000; fast forward one year and that number sits at $22,306,000. Home sales and 
average sale prices are on the rise in the Milwaukee metro market (Milwaukee, Ozaukee, 
Washington, and Waukesha Counties). According to the 2015 Full Year Housing Stats 
completed by The Greater Milwaukee Association of Realtors Washington County is 
leading this charge on both fronts with a 19.3% increase in units sold and a 9.7% increase 
in average sale price compared to 2014. It’s no secret that the U.S. housing market is in 
recovery mode, with existing home sales up 7% and average sales prices up 7.2% 
according to a 2015 report by the National Association of Realtors. 

The question on everyone’s minds is, how much higher can this market go? Obviously
nobody has the answers, but I do have some interesting facts to share that are very 
specific to our area, in fact freakishly specific. Whenever a topic like this is discussed or 
written about, the author runs the risk of losing the attention of the audience because
this stuff can be boring; however, for those who stick with it, I promise you will learn at 
least one new thing. 

Continued on page 3

Please Mark Your Calendar for the Annual Meeting at Jack 
Russell Memorial Library Wednesday, March 23, at 6:00pm

The main foci of this meeting will be to vote on revisions to the bylaws, host elections 
for board positions, and review our financial standings. The PowerPoint that was 

presented at our Fall members meeting discussed the recommended changes and is
on our website for your review. Please encourage your neighbors to attend or 

designate a proxy if they are unable to attend.
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The HOA Beat
Internet Security

By: Neighborhood Watch & 
Officer Tim Rohrer

Internet security awareness is a subject that is no longer optional - it is critical to understand in order to prevent you and your family from financial 
harm. The days of receiving an email from some foreign princess asking for $500 are gone and are being replaced with extremely focused and more 
sophisticated attacks. Social media allows savvy hackers access to personal information such as place of employment, personal interest, and even 
how many children you have. Armed with this information, hackers have the ability to design personalized attacks that not only look real but relate
to current interests of ours. Even if you only have one phone that connects to the internet, you should still know how to protect yourself. 

Phishing, a common form of internet fraud we will focus on, is defined as the activity of defrauding an online account holder of financial 
information by posing as a legitimate company. Many legitimate websites that require a username and password have been used by hackers to 
steal login information. Recently, a co-worker received an email from a hacker saying that there is a problem with his dropbox account and directed 
him to click on a link to resolve the issue. The link took him to a site that looked identical to dropbox’s login page; however, when he looked at the 
site’s URL in the address screen, it wasn’t a dropbox’s URL and he realized that this was a phishing scam. If he would have logged in using his 
username and password, the hackers would have gotten exactly what they wanted. Since many of our usernames and passwords are the same for 
our online accounts, we become extremely vulnerable after an attack like this. Below are screenshots of recent phishing attacks:

Original Email w/Phishing Link                   Phishing Scam Log-in Page That Mimics Dropbox Cell Phone Attack

Tips from The National Crime Prevention Council
 Never disclose personal information in response to an email. 

Legitimate businesses would never ask you to do this. If an email or 
pop-up ad requests you to confirm personal information, even if it 
looks genuine, it is an example of phishing and should be reported 
to reportphishing@antiphishing.org, the attorneys at the Securities 
and Exchange Commission at enforcement@sec.gov and to the 
Federal Trade Commission at uce@ftc.gov.

 If you are concerned about an email you receive from a company, 
contact that company by phone to verify the information. If there is 
a web link provided in the email, type it directly into your browser 
instead of using the link or copying and pasting it, as some links can 
be redirected to other sites.

 Install security and scanning software onto your computer to protect 
it from online hacking.

 Every one of your accounts should have a different username and 
password.

 When giving personal information over a website, check to 
make sure that site is secure. Look at the first part of the web 
address in your browser. It should read https:// and not http://

 Do not use your name, date of birth, address, or any other 
personal information for passwords. These passwords are 
easily cracked by hackers. In fact, it is suggested that for any 
password, you should not use a word that is found in the 
dictionary, as there are hacking programs that will attempt 
every word in the dictionary.

 Set up 2-Step Verification with accounts that offer it. This 
requires authorization to access an account by sending a code 
to a secondary device like a cell phone.

 Regularly check your credit card and bank statements and keep 
track of your transactions. Report suspicious activity ASAP.
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Kid’s Korner
Where Have Our Sandhill Cranes Gone?

Throughout Washington County during the spring, summer, 
and fall seasons, sandhill cranes can be found everywhere. In 
our neighborhood, they can be seen and heard daily. During 
the winter months they obviously leave our subdivision to 
wait out the cold months, but where? Although it is difficult 
to tell exactly where the sandhill cranes from our 
neighborhood go, there are several areas in the Country 
where thousands of these birds migrate to every winter.

Most migrating Sandhill Cranes end up in Arizona, California, 
Florida, New Mexico, or Texas. One of their winter homes, 
The Apache National Wildlife Refuge located in Albuquerque, 
NM, is home to 10,000 during the winter. Every November, 
the people of Albuquerque host a sandhill crane festival to 
celebrate this bird’s return. 

The sandhill crane species is very old, with confirmed fossils 
dating back 2.5 million years and another set, which is 
believed but not confirmed, to be 10 million years old. It is 
apparent that these cranes have figured out how to survive. 
So how do they do it? In our neighborhood, they have to be 
on the lookout for predators such as coyotes, foxes, raccoons, 
hawks, and owls to name a few. 

Most pairing birds lay between 1-3 eggs sometime between 
December and April. These chicks are able to leave the nest 
within a day after hatching; however, their parents protect 
them until they are independent (9-10 months old). By the 
time our cranes return the following year, these younger 
cranes are on their own. The most interesting fact found was 
that the mated pairs of cranes engage in "unison calling." The 
cranes stand close together, calling in a synchronized and 
complex duet. The female makes two calls for every one call 
from the male.
__________________________________________________

Do you have a child that would like to be on the Youth 
Committee? They are looking for new members to help 
organize events, write articles, and provide a great way to 
meet kids. The current Youth Committee is doing great things 
for our neighborhood and we thank them for that. For info 
contact Andy at summerwindshoavicepresident@gmail.com.

We Offer Treatment Plans 
Designed With Children and Pets in Mind

Wasps – Spiders – Ants
20 Years of Experience

Licensed/Insured

Call Today For a Free Consultation or
To Schedule An In-Home Inspection

414-630-3869
Upnorthservicesinc.com

Keith Baricovich – Owner
Up North Services, Inc.

upnorthservices@att.net

Free
Estimates!

Licensed
&

Insured

We are a family friendly office where children and 
adults of all ages are welcome. To accommodate our 
patient’s busy schedules we offer evening appoints 

and offer emergency services seven days a week.

262-644-7400
shumwayfamilydental.com

smile@shumwayfamilydental.com

Now Accepting New Patients!

Slinger Location
100 E Commerce Blvd, Ste. B

Kewaskum Location
1020 Fond Du Lac Ave
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Continued from page 1

*Source G.M.A.R.

According to broker Chong Yi of United Realtors, the real 
estate market in Washington County is coming off an 
exceptional year, and 2016 will likely out-perform 2015. He 
attributes several factors for creating these conditions:
inventory shortages, low interest rates, and easing of credit 
restrictions to name a few. The Midwest housing market is 
more conservative than most and usually lags the national 
housing market. This protected us from the brunt of the 
damage inflicted by the housing crisis that started in 2007. 
Markets in California, Arizona, Florida, and many others 
weren’t so lucky.

How do home owners protect themselves from large swings 
in property values? As individual owners we have little 
influence on factors such as interest rates, credit restrictions 
or the general health of the economy; however, our influence 
does have more leverage when dealing with local issues or 
where we decide to buy our homes. Hartford is leading the 
charge in Washington County when it comes to housing units 
sold, with a 22% increase over 2014. The average home in 
Hartford is spending 20% less time on the market compared 
to 2014. I hope I am not losing you yet.

Hottest Markets
The most active markets in the region, characterized by those 
communities with more than 75 unit sales, that had an 
increase in units sold and average sale price, and a decrease 
in days-on-market (DOM):

*Source G.M.A.R

When my wife and I were weighing out the pros and cons of 
which neighborhood to live in, we heard time and time again 
that living in an HOA protects your investment. Ultimately we 
decided that Summer Wind made the most sense. When we 
revisit this decision, the first things that come to mind are the 
people here are great, the views are fantastic, and the home 
values are surging.

So how do HOA’s home sales in Washington County compare 
to non-HOA home sales? With the help of the 2015 Full Year 
Housing Stats for Washington County provided by the 
G.M.A.R., I was able to shed some light on that question. In 
order to get a true “apples to apples” comparison, I removed 
some properties from the list: condos, multi-family, homes 
less than 1400 sq ft or greater than 3300 sq ft. This left a 
sample pool of homes that are similar to ours. HOA homes 
were separated which allowed this comparison to happen. In 
full disclosure, I spent several hours locating the HOA home
addresses in their spreadsheet; it is certainly possible I missed 
a few.

HOA vs Non-HOA Home Sales by City Comparison

*Source G.M.A.R.

The first thing that jumped out at me was how well our 
subdivision is doing compared to most. Days-on-market 
(DOM) for the HOA’s in Hartford, have room for 
improvement; however, with another strong year forecasted 
in the housing market, I am sure this will improve. HOA’s 
outperformed all other properties in multiple categories in all 
cities studied. 

“I am for HOA’s because that allows you (home owners) to 
keep the property values controlled.” Explains Chong,
“Without the rules, one neighbor could really jeopardize the 
values of the homes for the rest of the neighbors.” The 
information I sifted through appears to validate Chong’s 
statement. Obviously, drawing a conclusion from only one 
year of statistics is not ideal; however, when asked, the 
G.M.A.R., was unable to provide similar detailed information 
for years prior to 2015. Chong acknowledged, “The problem I 
find with HOA’s is that the older they get, the less involved 
the HOA becomes. People lose focus on running the HOA and 
often times it gets dissolved. This is when the property values 
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tend to go down because nobody is really monitoring who is 
doing what. Out of all the HOA’s that I deal with, Summer 
Wind is probably the most active. This is how neighbors get to 
know each other and you’re in a tight community. I think it’s 
valuable to keep that relationship and be proud of your 
community.”

What does all of this mean if you are not in the market to sell 
your home? “Interest rates typically operate in a four year 
cycle and we are currently at the bottom,” explains Keri 
Fleischman, Branch Manager of People’s Home Equity 
Mortgage Lending. “Just in the past month, refinancing has 
gone up dramatically in my office. With the sudden increase 
in home values, the low interest rates, and the loosening of 
credit restrictions, customers are locking in new loans with 
lower payments and eliminating PMI, if they have PMI.” If 
there ever was a time to pull out equity from your home to 
buy your favorite neighbor at 1283 Chippewa a new car, this 
is it. Certainly, I would recommend talking to your financial 
adviser before making any decisions.

For most of us that experienced the housing crash that 
started in 2007, we have trained ourselves to be skeptical of 
housing data and interest rates. Many of us know good, hard 
working people that lost it all, and if we allowed ourselves to 
be fooled again, it would be unfortunate. My gut is telling me 
this time that prices are going up for the right reasons-supply 
and demand of homes, unlike what occurred in 2007-08.

Thank you all once again for making Summer Wind the most 
desirable place to live in Hartford. As a strong community, we 
are protecting our family’s investment and building 
friendships that will last a lifetime. To our newer members, 
thank you for choosing Summer Wind. You will soon discover, 
like my family did, that your decision was great one. 
Regardless if you want to be social or private, our members 
will help you achieve that goal. As always, please contact any 
board or committee member with any questions or 
suggestions. If you have an idea for a feature story, please 
contact me at summerwindshoavicepresident@gmail.com.

You

Gorgeous split ranch offers 3BR/2BA/2GA open concept w/vaulted 
ceilings in LIV/DIN/KIT. Master suite w/tiled shower & 2 WIC’s.  Lower 
level features partial lower exposure & semi-custom finishes at an 
unbeatable price. Home is under construction and scheduled to be 
ready in Aug. 2016 - you may still have time to select materials & 
colors. Our pricing is guaranteed & no hidden fees - $259,990

You Can With Kaerek Homes

Immediate occupancy. Features 4BR/2.5BA/2 car garage + additional 
storage, Master Suite w/walk-in closet & private bath w/tiled shower. 
Fireplace in Living room, solid panel doors w/maple trim, granite 
counters throughout and spacious kitchen & dinette. Lower level offers 
partial exposure and is plumbed for a full bath. **True turn-key package 
with concrete driveway & grass included.  $259,990
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Community Events & Announcements
Happy Belated Birthday 

Peyton Lintner!

On February 13th, Peyton turned 10!

Congrats to New 
Grandparents Tom and 

Paula Sowinski!

Their first grandchild, Madison Rose, was 
born on November 20th, 2015, in 

California! She’s adorable!
Happy Birthday
Jaysen Bartlein!

On February 21st, Jaysen turns 35! 

Poker Tournament March,
12th at 6:00pm

Hosted by: Jim Lintner
Contact him on Facebook for details

Pike Lake Ice Fisheree 

Saturday, Feb. 20th,brought to you by 
The Pike Lake Sportsman Club

Contact Andy Bath for more info

Selling New and Existing Homes at Affordability, As Low As 3.0%!

Split ranch offers 3BR/2BA/3GA, Master w/custom tiled shower/double 
sinks/WIC. Fireplace in LIV w/vaulted ceiling, solid panel doors 
w/painted large trim, spacious kitchen w/granite counters. Lower level 
offers full exposed basement w/Patio door & windows and is plumbed 
for a full bathroom. Reserve this home today. $299,990

Spacious 2 story offers 4BR/2.5BA/oversized garage/Master Suite 
w/WIC & private bath w/custom tiled shower. Fireplace in Living room, 
solid doors w/large trim work, granite counters in kitchen, dinette & flex 
room. Lower level offers full exposure and is plumbed for a full bath. 
Move in ready for late Spring - $279,990

Call Today for Your Free Market Analysis!
Chong Yi Team
414-737-0566

Chong@united-realtors.net
www.United-Realtors.net

Congrats to Carina and 
Aaron Carbonneau!

Their second child, Elizabeth Marie, was 
born January 8th at 8:10pm weighing 7lbs 
3oz and 20 inches long. What a cutie!

www.summerwindhartfordwi.com
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Message From The Board
We have received several complaints lately about the snow removal policy and would like to reiterate that our HOA has no 
policy in place governing this. Any concerns about snow removal should be directed to Hartford’s Department of Public Works 
at 262-673-8225. Below is Hartford’s Chapter 7.11 that speaks to this issue.

7.11 SNOW REMOVAL FROM SIDEWALKS OR DESIGNATED BYCYCLE PATH

1) Removal of Snow or Ice. Duty of owner or occupant: The owner, occupant, or either of them of every building, tenement, lot 
or lots, opposite to or fronting upon or adjoining any sidewalk or designated bicycle path within the limits of the City shall 
remove or cause to be removed any and all snow and ice full width of the sidewalk or designated bicycle path which has 
accumulated upon the sidewalk or designated bicycle path within 12 daylight hours after the termination of any snow storm. 
The hours between 7:00a.m. and 5:00p.m. shall be considered daylight hours for the purpose of computing the 12 hour period 
in which the owner, occupant, or person shall remove the snow.

2) Sanding Ice. When ice has so formed upon any sidewalk or designated bicycle path that it can’t be removed, the sidewalk or 
designated bicycle path shall be sprinkled with ashes, sawdust, sand, or rock salt so as to prevent the same from being 
dangerous.

3) Removal by City. Should any owner or occupant fail to remove or sprinkle in the manner heretofore described, the Director of 
Public Works shall cause such removal or sprinkle such walks or paths, and the cost thereof shall be assessed as a special tax 
against the abutting property, and shall be collected in the manner as other real estate taxes are collected. The City and its 
employees and agents shall not be liable for damages resulting from such removal or sprinkling if reasonable care is exercised in 
their performance.

Please contact Mike Carlson at summerwindshoapresident@gmail.com with any questions.

TAN IN LUXURY

15% OFF
Any Moisturizer Or 

Tanning Lotion Bottle
Not valid with other offers. 

1 time use only. Expires 4/15/16

$5 OFF
“The Perfect Package”

Not valid with other offers. 
1 time use only. Expires 4/15/16

10% OFF
Any Platinum Package

Not valid with other offers. 
1 time use only. Expires 4/15/16

1595 E. Sumner Street (Hwy 60) – Hartford, WI 53027 (262) 670-6120
www.sttans.com - @sttans – facebook.com/somethingtropicaltanning – Text HH221 to 36000
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